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Summary. - Histology of skin lesions and demonstration in them of
Rickettsia conorii by direct immunofluorescence test (DIF) are
presented in 13 patients with Mediterranean spotted fever (MSF).
The lymphohistiocytic vasculitis which dominated the picture is
not specific, however, it could be suggestive for the diagnosis of
rickettsiosis. By DIF we demonstrated rickettsial coccobacillary
forms in all the patients: in 12 macular lesions and in one ,tache
noire”. The diagnosis was also confirmed by indirect immunofluo-
rescence test in each case. DIF test was shown to be sensitive,
specific and reliable in early diganosis of MSF.
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Introduction

Neither a histologic nor a clinical feature is specific for spotted fevers.
However, both the clinical picture and histologic changes could be sufficiently
characteristic; the diagnosis may be confirmed serologically and/or by identifi-
cation of the agents in skin lesions. The coccobacillary forms of the rickettsiae
could be identified by direct (DIF) or indirect immunofluorescent (IIF) stai-
ning of skin biopsies (Woodward et al., 1976) which proved to be rapid and
specific. Very recently, an immunoperoxidase (IP) technique has been shown
to be more sensitive and easier to perform (Dumler ez al., 1990). By the latter
methods rickettsiae can be discerned as early as two to four days after the onset
of the disease (Woodward er al., 1976; Raoult er al., 1984; Dumler et al., 1990).

Here we describe the histology of skin lesions as well as the demonstration in
them of Rickettsia conoriby direct immunofluorescent staining in 13 patients in
which the diagnosis of Mediterranean spotted fever (MSF) was confirmed also
by indirect IIF.





















